
Press Release 

 

 

Factory-X: Pioneering interoperable data spaces and cross-
company Industry 4.0 ecosystems 

Hannover, April 16, 2026 – From April 20–24, Hannover Messe will once again open its doors, and 

this year Factory-X will be present at the joint booth of Plattform Industrie 4.0. The joint project 

Factory-X is setting new standards for secure, standardized, and federated data exchange in industrial 

value creation. The consortium has established the foundation for an open digital ecosystem for 

factory outfitters, equipment suppliers, and operators, in which data spaces not only function along 

supply chains but also generate added value directly on the shop floor. In addition, Factory-X is 

developing an integration architecture that serves as the technical backbone of Manufacturing-X and 

enables the integration of multiple industrial ecosystems. 

At Hannover Messe 2026, Factory-X, together with its partners, will present key project results and 

their practical application in Hall 13, Booth C24 (at the joint booth of Plattform Industrie 4.0). The focus 

will be on 11 use cases, illustrated through presentations, videos, and live (software) demos. In 

addition, the MX-Port will be presented as a solution addressing various requirements in industrial 

data exchange. Visitors will also gain insights into the fundamentals of Factory-X, including business 

and operating models, as well as the broader Manufacturing-X context. 

Key project results lay the foundation for operational implementation 

At the core is the MX Port1 – a cross-industry technical architecture that enables multilateral exchange 

of industrial data. With its configurations, the MX Port creates the conditions for standardized 

interfaces and data models. It thereby enables seamless and trustworthy data flows across different 

industrial value chains. 

Key project results have been published as open source in Tractus-X2 and form the basis for 

operational implementation. 

Setting the course for operational use 

As part of the project work, the foundations for operational deployment have been established. 

Operating companies such as Cofinity-X, which emerged from Catena-X, already ensure operations 

today. Additional international operating companies and collaborations will follow. 

Data ecosystems as a key prerequisite for industrial AI 

Factory-X lays the groundwork for a future-proof data ecosystem that enables efficient and secure 

digital value creation processes while simultaneously providing high-quality, trustworthy data for AI-

based solutions. 

A cooperative approach to the pre-competitive development of technical components leads to 

harmonized solutions and significantly strengthens market acceptance. Market success will be driven 

both by the implementation of the technology in IT applications and by its active use through industry 

partners. 

The successful work will continue under the umbrella of the Platform Industrie 4.0 (PI4.0). 

With Factory-X, the path toward a connected, interoperable, and resilient industry is being paved – 

open, scalable, and consistently future-oriented. 

Further information on the Hannover Messe presence and participating partners can be found here: 

https://factory-x.org/de/factory-x-and-partners-at-hannover-fair-2026/ 

 

1 https://factory-x.org/wp-content/uploads/MX-Port-Concept-V1.10.pdf  
2 https://eclipse-tractusx.github.io/  
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About Factory-X 

Factory-X is a government-funded consortium project and a lighthouse initiative under the 

Manufacturing-X program. Funded by the European Union and supported by the German Federal 

Government, Factory-X is building an open and collaborative digital ecosystem for factory outfitters 

and operators. The project enables secure, interoperable, and scalable data sharing across sectors — 

making data work for competitiveness, resilience, and sustainability.  

Learn more: www.factory-x.org  
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